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Over 130 years 
committed to children.

Caring for children and families 
across Michigan and beyond.

ChildrensDMC.org



Preview 
Gala

Tati Amare is a two-time Emmy nominated producer and four-
time Telly Award winning TV host currently anchoring an award 
winning lifestyle show, Live in the D, which airs on WDIV-Local 4  

(Detroit’s NBC affiliate).

Live in the D highlights the best in culture, lifestyle, local business and 
entertainment the Motor City has to offer. Tati relishes the opportunity 
to introduce viewers to the people influencing and creating the magic 
behind Detroit’s renaissance. Experiencing the unique come-back of 
the city leaves her constantly inspired by the courage, resilience and 

patience of the people of Detroit.

Throughout her diverse and rich career, she’s hosted and produced 
for a wide range of news, lifestyle, food and travel programs. With 
strong experience both in front of and behind the camera, Tati brings 
a wealth of experience and passion to any project she tackles. This 
creative individual has been applauded for taking simple ideas and 

turning them into strong stories.

When Tati’s not on a quest for her next interview, you’ll find her 
planning dinner parties for loved ones, volunteering, binge watching 

documentaries or planning her next international adventure.
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EVENING EMCEE

Amare
Tati 
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Dear Friends of Festival of Trees,
On behalf of the Board of Directors, our dedicated Executive Committee, 
our amazing designers, and the hundreds of volunteers who make this 
event happen, I am proud to welcome you to our 40th annual Festival of 
Trees.
For the past 40 years, Festival of Trees has raised monies for the Evergreen 
Endowment Fund to support funding of critical pediatric research initiatives 
for the Children’s Hospital of Michigan. Funding over $11 million in grants, 
we have been able to impact the health and wellbeing of children well into 
the future.
I would like to thank a great group of people that have been a part of 
Festival of Trees with me and I am honored and humble to be in the 
presence of such wonderful people. Thank you to all our past board 
members, event chairs and the founders of Festival of Trees – you have 
made this event what it is. I especially would like to thank Theresa for 
everything she does for the Board of Directors, our Executive Committee, 
and keeping me focused and on track. (That is not an easy task.)
We would also like to thank the great city of Dearborn for hosting our 
event for the past 14 years. Thank you to Mayor Abdullah Hammound and 
his team. It has been a great pleasure working with Martin and the team at 
the Ford Community & Performing Arts Center. 
We are honored to welcome the thousands of guests this week who will 
visit Festival of Trees, kicking off the holiday season and supporting our 
efforts to help the kids.
As you walk around the event, we have created “selfie areas” for your own 
pictures. You will find boards with QR codes that you can scan and submit 
pictures directly. We hope that you enjoy the 40th Festival of Trees.
May you take with you a heart full of peace and hope for the holiday 
season, knowing that your compassion and generosity will make a 
difference in the lives of the innocent and most in need.

Hoping the kids have more days to play, more nights 
to dream and more time to just be kids…
May I be the first to wish you Happy Holidays, Merry 
Christmas and the best for 2025.

Scott Killingbeck
 President of Festival of Trees

November 2024

Welcome to the Festival of Trees
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Dear Community, 

For four decades, Festival of Trees has made the holidays brighter for 
everyone. Most importantly, though, the event has awarded $11.5 million to 
support more than 100 research studies that impact every area of Children’s 
Hospital of Michigan. 

Childhood conditions require careful investigation but unfortunately, pediatric 
research is underfunded – making up less than 11% if the National Institute of 
Health’s annual budget. As a result, physician scientists often have difficulty 
finding the resources and support to conduct research.

Because of efforts like Festival of Trees, we can give researchers at Children’s 
Hospital of Michigan the funding necessary to discover new medical 
treatments and techniques to prevent, diagnose, and improve care, including:

•   developing treatments to improve diagnosis and care of pediatric 
patients with COVID-19

•  increasing access to clinical trials for kids in Detroit with pediatric cancer
•   creating an extubation readiness estimator for pre-term babies  
•   improving cognitive outcomes for speech and language in children with 

epilepsy

Festival of Trees impacts the health of kids today and well into the future. We 
are thankful to be the beneficiary of this event’s important fundraising effort. 
Together, we are creating meaningful, long-lasting change for children in 
Michigan.

In partnership,

Andrew Stein
President & CEO
Children’s Foundation

November 2024

Children’s Hospital Children’s Hospital 
of Michigan Foundationof Michigan Foundation
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November 2024

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the City of Dearborn, I am delighted to extend a warm 
welcome to the 2024 Festival of Trees charitable event. Dearborn is thrilled 
to once again open its doors to this cherished tradition in our community.

The Festival of Trees holds a special place in the hearts of Dearborn 
residents and visitors alike. It brings together people from all walks of life 
for a common purpose: to celebrate the holiday spirit, to enjoy artistically 
decorated Christmas trees and to support a vital charitable cause. 

I applaud the many Dearborn residents, businesses and organizations that 
continue to support the Festival of Trees that is celebrating its 40th year as 
a premier fundraiser for the Children’s Hospital of Michigan Foundation.

We are honored to welcome thousands of visitors to Dearborn, and we 
look forward to the positive impact this event will have on our community. 
The spirit of giving that the Festival of Trees embodies is a reflection of 
our shared values. We are excited to join hands in making this event a 
tremendous success.

The Ford Community & Performing Arts Center is the gracious host for 
this event. It provides the perfect setting for the Festival of Trees and a 
welcoming atmosphere, coupled with Dearborn’s rich history and vibrant 
culture. It also creates an ideal backdrop for this gathering. 

Once again, welcome! Thank you for choosing Dearborn as the host for 
this charitable event. We eagerly await the festivities, the joy, and the 
sense of community that this event brings to our doorstep. Together, let us 
make this year’s Festival of Trees a memorable experience for all.

Abdullah H. Hammoud
Mayor

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 2022 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Dearborn is excited to once again be the host 
for the Festival of Trees in 2022. We are proud to 
welcome the thousands of visitors from across metro 
Detroit to the Ford Community and Performing Arts 
Center for this charitable event. 

  
I applaud the many Dearborn residents, 

businesses and organizations that continue to support 
the Festival of Trees, which is celebrating its 38th year 
as a premier fundraiser for the Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan Foundation. 

 
We would also like to invite festival visitors to enjoy other holiday 

activities here at The Center, including The Nutcracker on Dec. 3 and 4, 
Dearborn Holiday Choral Festival on Dec. 10, The Letterman on Dec. 17, and 
the Motor City Brass Band’s Sounds of the Season on Dec. 18. 

 
As always, all are welcome to join us for Dearborn’s popular annual 

Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony and Sing-Along on Nov. 21 at The Center. 
  

On behalf of the residents of Dearborn, I extend our warmest wishes 
to all who visit the Festival of Trees and hope for a delightful and joyful holiday 
season for everyone. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Abdullah H. Hammoud  
Mayor  
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Dearborn is excited to once again be the host 
for the Festival of Trees in 2022. We are proud to 
welcome the thousands of visitors from across metro 
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businesses and organizations that continue to support 
the Festival of Trees, which is celebrating its 38th year 
as a premier fundraiser for the Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan Foundation. 

 
We would also like to invite festival visitors to enjoy other holiday 

activities here at The Center, including The Nutcracker on Dec. 3 and 4, 
Dearborn Holiday Choral Festival on Dec. 10, The Letterman on Dec. 17, and 
the Motor City Brass Band’s Sounds of the Season on Dec. 18. 

 
As always, all are welcome to join us for Dearborn’s popular annual 

Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony and Sing-Along on Nov. 21 at The Center. 
  

On behalf of the residents of Dearborn, I extend our warmest wishes 
to all who visit the Festival of Trees and hope for a delightful and joyful holiday 
season for everyone. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Abdullah H. Hammoud  
Mayor  

City of Dearborn 
Mayor 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Theresa Diefenbach
Executive Director

Tricia Baal
Anina Bachrach
Ben Bachrach

Dr. Sue Cabadas
Terri David

Lenard Diefenbach
Jessica Gentner
Debra Goetsch
Alan Josephson

Jill Lezotte-Kates
Scott Killingbeck

Kim Leonard

Denise McDonald
Cheryl McNamara
Beverly J. Palise

Martha Polakowski
Jennifer Ribby
David Schneck

Kimberly Schneck
Karen Worniak

Therese Worniak

2024 Board of Directors

www.fot.org   •                                                                                               •   734-748-3822FESTIVAL OF TREES  

Scott Killingbeck 
President, Planning, Friendship Ornaments

Anina Bachrach 
Vice President, Program Ads

David Schneck 
Vice President, Webmaster

Jill Lezotte-Kates 
Secretary, 

Gift Shop Co-Chair

Cheryl McNamara 
Board Member, Tree Designer Chair, 

Auction Co-Chair

Andrew Stein 
President & CEO, Children’s Hospital of Michigan Foundation

Kimberly Schneck 
Board Member, Children’s Activities

Therese Worniak 
Board Member, Sweets & Treats Co-Chair

Martha Polakowski 
Board Member, Tree Delivery

Jennifer Ribby 
Board Member, Volunteer Coordinator
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1985 Kathy Neumann

1986   Mary Beth Winkworth

1987   Estelle Blestas

1988  Rosanne Gjostein

1989   Cinda Roudebush

1990   Susan Currier

1991   Dona Waszczuk

1992   Board of Directors

1993   Pam Bird

1994   Susan Iverson & Maureen Osborne

1995   Claudia Kogut Miles

1996   Kay Albertie & Rita L. Margherio

1997   Joyce Ballnik & Susan Kuhlmann

1998   Larry Kralowski, Judy Kramer & Judy Shagena

2003   Maureen Osborne

2004 Maureen Osborne

2005  Susie Baker, Judy Kramer & Rita L. Margherio

2006 Judy Kramer & Joseph G. Nuyen, Jr.

2007 Judy Kramer, Rosanne Gjostein & Gregory Koukoudian

Festival of Trees  
Past Chairs

With much With much 
gratitude,  gratitude,  

we honor our we honor our 
Past Chairs!Past Chairs!
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Park Place
23400 Park St.

Dearborn, MI 48124
Tuesdays at 6:15 pm

Best Wishes
For a Successful

40th Festival of Trees

"Serving Dearborn, Dearborn Heights &
Surrounding Communities since 1928"

CLUB OF DEARBORN
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Funding from the Festival of Trees has been a crucial 
source of support for innovative pediatric research 
projects at the Children’s Hospital of Michigan that 
have advanced the science and practice of pediatric 
health care. The Evergreen Endowment provides 
seed funding that supports preliminary research 
projects that allow physician-scientists to develop 
new models of a disease or to evaluate the efficacy of 
a new intervention or treatment. This kind of support 
is vitally important to help advance research projects 
to the point where they can attract external funding, 
because researchers cannot successfully compete 
for federal grants without preliminary data. Several 
nationally known research programs at Children’s 
were initiated with research funds from the Festival 
of Trees.

2024 Research Projects at
Children’s Hospital of Michigan
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Barriers to Outpatient Follow-up  
After a Pediatric Emergency Department 

Visit in Inner City Children
Mental and behavioral health (MBH) conditions affect approximately 
1 in 5 children under 18 years of age in the United States annually. 
Given the critical shortage of pediatric MBH specialists and prolonged 
wait times for outpatient care, pediatric emergency departments 
(ED) often serve as a gateway and safety net for children with MBH 
conditions, especially among underserved populations. Each year, 
approximately 500,000 children in the U.S. are evaluated in EDs for 
MBH conditions. Children and adolescents from racial and ethnic 
minority groups experience inequities in access to care, follow-up 
care, and disparities in outcomes for MBH conditions. Though the 
prevalence of MBH conditions and suicide rates are higher among 
urban, racial, and ethnic minority children compared to white children, 
they are less likely to be evaluated by MBH specialists or prescribed 
appropriate MBH medications, and have lower outpatient follow-
up rates after a MBH pediatric ED visit. The reasons for such poor 
MBH outpatient follow-up have not been evaluated. This study will 
investigate the barriers that impede families from seeking follow-up 
care for their children and adolescents following a pediatric ED visit 
for MBH at the Children’s Hospital of Michigan (CHM). Study results 
will enable investigators to design targeted interventions to overcome 
identified barriers, which is critical to implementing equitable access 
to MBH care and optimal MBH outcomes among racial and ethnic 
minority children.

A Novel Therapeutic Avenue for  
Acute Myeloid Leukemia

Acute myeloid leukemia (AML) blood cancer accounts for 1 in 5 cases 
of acute leukemia in children, but it is responsible for more than half 
of deaths from leukemia in children. Despite improvements in survival 
rates over the past twenty years, AML cure rates have plateaued and 
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still lag significantly behind those for acute lymphoblastic leukemia 
(ALL). Approximately 25% of children who have AML have a specific 
genetic change called a FLT3 mutation which is associated with a 
poor prognosis because this mutation makes the AML cells resistant 
to frontline cytarabine (AraC)-based chemotherapy protocols. Many 
pediatric AML patients require stem cell transplants after relapse 
with AraC-based chemotherapy. Therefore, new therapies effective 
against AraC-resistant AML are imperative to prolong survival and 
improve cures rate in children with AML. An anti-cancer drug and 
FLT3 inhibitor, Gilteritinib, can help these children, but does not 
always work. This study will investigate whether adding a drug called 
hydroxyurea (HU) to Gilteritinib treatment will improve responsiveness 
of FLT3 AML cells to AraC-based chemotherapy, which may improve 
outcomes for these AML patients.

Increasing Patient Access to  
Pediatric Cancer Clinical Trials in Detroit

For children with cancer, the newest therapies and best outcomes 
are often only available by being enrolled in a clinical trial. Access 
to these newly discovered chemotherapy and immunotherapy 
treatments for pediatric cancer can give children their best chance at 
a cure. Unfortunately, access to pediatric cancer clinical trials is more 
difficult for the diverse and economically at-risk populations served 
by Children’s Hospital of Michigan. It takes extra effort to overcome 
language, cultural, economic, and transportation barriers to enroll 
these children in clinical trials, and to help them maintain their 
enrollment eligibility. The role of a Lead Clinical Research Associate 
(CRA) in the CHM Pediatric Oncology Division is essential to be able 
to offer state-of-the-art clinical trials to pediatric cancer patients. A 
CRA is required to be able to enroll children in a cancer clinical trial 
to ensure compliance with study procedures and to be responsible 
for data management. The CRA position is not reimbursed by health 
insurance. 

The CHM Pediatric Oncology division is an active member of the 
Children’s Oncology Group (COG). Through COG, CHM Oncologists 
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Children’s Clinical Research Institute
Support for medical research is a vitally important part of providing 
the best medical care to children. The discovery of new medical 
treatments and techniques that can help physicians to improve 
care for childhood diseases requires careful investigation and study. 
Physicians who conduct research are on the cutting-edge of medicine. 
Unfortunately, pediatric research is woefully underfunded by both 
federal and commercial entities. Many physicians who choose to 
practice at CHM do so because they want the opportunity to conduct 
research to improve outcomes for sick children. However, young 
physician scientists routinely have difficulty finding the resources and 
support to conduct research. The Children’s Clinical Research Institute 
(CRI) plays a key role in scientific progress by providing essential 
infrastructure, research training, and research support services that 
help support the next generation of physician scientists. 

The CRI helps physicians develop and undertake pediatric research 
projects that increase understanding of the mechanisms that lead to 
childhood diseases and discover new cures. CRI supported physician 
scientists report the results of their innovative research to the world-
wide scientific community via publication in top-tier scholarly journals 
and presentation at major conferences and symposia. The CRI 
advances child health through research innovation, education, and 
mentorship, thereby improving outcomes and the quality of life for 
children in our community. 

work to enroll every eligible patient onto protocol-based clinical trials 
whenever a trial is available. Children with cancer have much better 
treatment outcomes when treated in a pediatric hospital that is a 
member of the COG research group than similar patients treated in 
non-pediatric institutions. The CRA will improve cancer outcomes for 
young patients in metro Detroit by ensuring that they are successfully 
enrolled in these new cancer clinical trials and have access to the best 
possible care.
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DIAMOND SPONSOR

Convention & Show Services

2024 Festival of Trees
EVENT SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSORS
Children’s Hospital of Michigan Foundation

Diefenbach Family
Jane Iacobelli
Versacom Inc.

GOLD SPONSOR
Kavikondala Family Foundation
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BRONZE SPONSORS
Ben & Anina 

Bachrach
Dr. Jack &  

Susie Baker
Children’s Eye Care

Dearborn 
Goodfellows

Lynn Drogs, CPA
Erica & Ralph Gerson

Hollywood Casino  
at Greektown

The Huntington 
National Bank

 

Imlach Movers
Jill Lezotte-Kates

Judith Kramer
Rose Moving  

& Storage
Victory Packaging

David & Pam Bird
CHM Department of  
Pediatric Cardiology

Country Garden Club 
of Northville

Mr. & Mrs. William 
Dwight

Heidi Fugate

Rita Margherio
Ann Rivard

Joyce Tucker

CONTRIBUTING SPONSORS

HOLIDAY HEARTS SPECIAL EVENT

SILVER SPONSORS
Ford Motor Company
The Henry, Autograph 

Collection
MGM Grand Detroit

St. Clair Shores Moose 
Lodge #1837

William & Martha Ford Fund

MGM Grand  
Detroit

Pediatric Anesthesia 
Associates PC

David & Kimberly 
Schneck

Antonio’s /  
Roman Village

Curlie’s Face Art
Terri David

DJ April James 
from April Appelle 

Productions
DM Merchandising

The Fur Angels  
Pet Therapy Dogs

Jim Jacek Photography
Jack Rabbit Creations

The Mecca of  
Sports Cards 
James Riblett

Jill Wilken

SILVER SPONSORS
Appletree Hill Foundation Tennis & Crumpets

BRONZE SPONSORS CONTRIBUTORS

2024 Festival of Trees
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Patti Abbott
Tati Amare

Dr. Jack & Susie Baker
Felicia & Joe Barone

Jim Beri
Beverly Brown

Maria Burt
Airi-Anah Bynum

C&C Router Services
Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan Foundation
Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan Marketing & 

Public Relations
Tom & Sue Ciarelli

Compton Press
Detroit Historical 

Society’s Glancy Trains 
Modular Group
Cindy Fontana –
Curlie’s Face Art
Debra Emmons

Colette Ann Finney
Bill & Joan Fox
Patty French
Bob French

The Fur Angels  
Pet Therapy Dogs

Marjorie Gibson and 
Students – The Cookie 

Project of Michigan
Hirata Employees

Home Depot, Novi
Joyce Hughes

Industrial Woodfab and 
Packaging Company

Diane Jacek
Jim Jacek Photography

Angie Johnson
Patricia Johnson
Georgianna King
Kiwanis Club of 

Dearborn Volunteers
Ann Maria Knuth

LOC Federal Credit 
Union Employees

Therese 
Quattrociocchi-Longe
Sally & Randy Louks
The Macomb Group

Scott McBeath
Amy Merrill

Michigan Lego  
Users Group –  

Peter Guenther, David 
Laswell, Chris & Sandra 

Leach, Jim Morrin
DeLaura Moeller

Wendy Moya
Sydney Moya

Franziska Piotrowski
Kari Radjewski

Gail Raupp
Dave Reamer

Kathleen Russell
Bill Sabo

Wayne Shuey
Amy Soczewa

Patricia Smolinski
The Tanari Family

Thomas’s Catering – 
Melissa Thulin

Dr. Nadia Tremonti
Kelsie Trudeau
Kristen Trudeau

VMS Ford Volunteers
Waste Management

WDIV
Jill Wilken
Jodi Wong

Mark Worniak
Giles & Jules 

Ziolkowski

Thank You!
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Martin Zbosnik and 
the Staff of the 

Ford Community & 
Performing Arts Center

Dean Darin,  
Olivia Zarndt, Sean 
Matthews and the  

English Garden’s Staff

The City of Dearborn
Convention & Show 
Services – The Tanari 

Family and Staff
The Honorable Mayor  
Abdullah Hammoud 

and Staff

Mary Martin – Martin 
Media Services, LLC

Palmer Moving 
Services – Tom Estfan, 
Andrew Hill and Staff

Versacom Inc. –  
Marty Shoushanian and 

Amy Soczewa

I would like to extend my gratitude 
to all the past chairpersons who 
started this amazing journey, that 
have brought us to this incredible 
milestone.
An undertaking of this size takes a 
tremendous amount of work and 
support to make this happen. Our 
Executive Committee and Board 
of Directors work all year long 
planning the event. Our incredibly 
talented designers plan early on 
their creations that will become 
the magical wonderland our 
guests have come to expect.
 

Our generous sponsors continue 
our goal of raising funds for 
pediatric research, and are critical 
to our mission.
And last but not least, to all the 
wonderful volunteers, who help 
set up, run the event, and assist 
with tear down and tree delivery, 
we absolutely could not do this 
without you.
It is because of all of you, we 
continue to give kids more days to 
play, nights to dream, and time to 
just be kids. Thank you for making a 
difference in the health of children.

FESTIVAL OF TREES ENTERTAINERS

OUR WONDERFUL SANTAS

Dearborn Parks & Rec 
Chorus comprising 

choristers from: 
Dearborn Community 

Chorus, Dearborn 
Summer Chorus, 

and Vanguard Voices 
Director: G. Kevin Dewy

DJ April James, April 
Appelle Productions

Detroit Tap Repertory
Lincoln Park Dance Co. 
(The Tropical Wahines)

Billy Kamalay

Maples Drummers  
& Chorus

Na Wahine O Ke 
Anuenue Polynesian 

Dance Group
Phoenix Theory Band

Rivers End Brass

A NOTE FROM THERESA DIEFENBACH

Salvador  
Cid

Don  
Dykstra

Frank  
Fields 

John  
McAfee

Ron  
Priestaff

A Special Thank You To...

We are thrilled to welcome you to our 40th Festival of Trees!
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C&C Manufacturing
Children’s Eye Care

Children’s Hospital of Michigan
Collins Custom Woodworking

Drs. Michael & Paula Duffy
Exchange Club of Dearborn

Nancy Ferrantino
Garwood, Buda, Knight  

& Associates
Hines Park Lincoln

Hirata Corporation of America
LOC Credit Union

Rita Margherio
MGM Grand Detroit

Michigan Pediatric Surgery 
Associates, PC

Mary Stark-Minni, for Lacasa
Pediatric Dentistry & Orthodontic 

Specialists of Michigan
Pediatric ENT,  

Children’s Hospital of Michigan
RKA Petroleum

Shelby Twp. Lions
St. Clair Shores  

Moose Lodge #1837
Taubman

University Pediatricians
Village Ford

Cincinnati Test Systems, Inc.
Clearview Eyecare

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank
Jack Demmer Lincoln Inc.
EW Smith Insurance Co.,  

Mickey Bozymowski
Excel Home Improvement,  

Donald Holland
Farmer John’s Greenhouse

Judy Griffin
Kiwanis Club of Dearborn 

KCS Advanced Machining Services
Pat Milliken Ford

Pediatric Anesthesia Associates PC
Pink Garlic Indian Cuisine

Kelly Porter  
@ShearmadnessHairSalon

Serra Ford, Farmington Hills
Steinway Piano Gallery of Detroit

Tapper’s
Taylor Ford
Weingartz

Sara Bukovec  
Interior Designer

Catherine Metry 
Metry Interiors

Mary Wysocki 
Paragon Art Collective

Special Santa Tree Sponsors

Tree Sponsors

Tree Judges
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We are  of Packaging Solutions

TIJUANA

In California we 
operate under the name 
Golden State Container

ASHEVILLE

SALTILLO

P: 800.331.2089

VICTORY
PACKAGING

We create a solution that meets your individual 
requirements by focusing on your unique 
needs.  We are not just about the product 
itself.  We focus on everything about the 
purchase, storage, ordering, receiving, 
payment, design and use of packaging.

At Victory Packaging we offer the experience 
and expertise to significantly lower the total cost 
of packaging.

Daily deliveries in 
every major market 
in North America

We are where you are...

www.victorypackaging.com
Victory Packaging uses the Victory name in all locations outside California.
We can only be contacted in California under the name Golden State Container.

Visit the Avon section at the Festival of Trees Gift Shop!
Shop with Avon from now through December 29th and Festival will get 
a portion of the proceeds from all sales made in the Gift Shop or at:

You are shopping with Independent Avon Ambassador 
Jill Lezotte-Kates  |  734-732-7974  |  JML4262@aol.com 

www.avon.com/fundraiser/FOT2024/?rep=jlezotte
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Carol & Carrie Abdelnour,  
Charles Boes

Tricia Baal and Joy Browne
Jerry Baker and Team  
The Ark Association

Jymmie Bousson & Vicki Shock
Dr. Sue Cabadas
Donna Cyrbok

Terri David, Terri David Designs
Timothy C. Dowdall
Dr. Paula Dore-Duffy 

Wayne State University,  
Department of Neurology

Mary Clare Duran
Sarah and Steve Ford

Judy Gardner
Nancy Garey

Jade and Tiffany Gartee
K@Blooms & Bedazzle  

The Ark Association
The Gentner/Gilmore Girls 

Advantage One Credit Union
Patricia Helwig & Karen Capshaw 

Melia and Mary Howard  
The “B” Movie Museum

Laura Joyce
Scott Killingbeck

Scott Killingbeck &  
Debra Goetsch

Georgianna Wirth King &  
Donald King

Larry Kralowski & Bill Ray

Kathy Krisciunas & Barb Wagner
JoAnne and Emily Kwasnik  

The Ark Association
Barbara Kwiatkowski, Periodontic & 

Implantology Associates
Michelle Mamo, Shelby Morgan  

and Stephanie Spinale
Elizabeth Martin  

Elegant Designs by Elizabeth
Dana McKinney  

Dana’s Doggie Hotel
Cheryl McNamara

Christy Opalka
Maureen Osborne

Jerry Osterkamp & Jonda Schwab
Beverly J. Palise

Andrea Paule
Pat Pohlman & Deb Latin  

Pat’s Potpourri & Latin Unlimited
Marcia Pittel Preston

Jim Skuta & Dolores Mowers
Cody, Nina, Aiden, Sam & Chloe  

Dr. Sheri Snider
Monica Ann Spatafora

Mary Stark-Minni
Jill Wilken

Herschel Wourman  
Messenger Soul Of An Angel

Sharon Wourman  
Messenger Soul Of An Angel
Wendy Stolzenfeld & Shelley 
Stevens – English Gardens

2024 Tree Designers



26

Years of GenerositYears of Generosity &y &    DedicationDedication

Allen Park  
Late Bloomers  
Garden Club

Janay Bongiorno
Sandra Boucher
Beverly Brown

Maria Burt
Therese Faletti

Debbie Hinojosa
Janis Lawson

Ann Arbor Good 
Thyme Garden Club

Garden Club of 
Dearborn

Paulette Baumgart
Mary Bugeia
Terry Bungee

Cynthia Casillas
Carol Chrzastek
Nanette Fisher

Mariya Fogarasi and 
Heather Yeaw

Kim Kovacs Gucwa
Linda Gunderson
Suzen Kingston

Marrietta Lynch and 
Marybeth Lynch Verga

Claudia Meyer
Rachel Pearson
Diane Rebori

Wanda Unis-Flaim
Rose Wiggle

Grosse Ile  
Garden Club
Designed by  

Cynthia S. Blasses

Livonia Garden Club

Taylor Conservatory
Beverly Brown

Maria Burt
Yvonne Cleaver

Chris Easterwood
Val Hornack

Jane Letessa
Tan Newberry
Nancy Rudd

Cyndi Thompson
Christine Verklan

Taylor Garden Club
Beverly Brown

Maria Burt
Louise Doute
Val Hornack

Debbie Houston
Barbara Kotarsky

Mary Krzeczkowski
Denise McDonald

Karen Regentik
Cheryl Smith
Nancy Smith
Jeannie Terry
Pat Thomas

Pam Yurgalonis

TABLETOP TREES  •  WREATHS  •  CENTERPIECES 
2024 Festival Designers

The Garden Club of Dearborn, Inc. (est. 1915), a long-time 
supporter of Festival of Trees, was recently awarded first place 

for Best Decorated Holiday Tree or Greenery from the 2024 
holiday season from the Michigan Garden Club. The Garden 

Club of Dearborn designs and submits wreaths, small trees and 
centerpieces for every Festival of Trees event. 

Congratulations and thank you for all of your hard work bringing 
beauty to the holiday season and supporting our cause!
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Alivia Banks and 
Friends

Maria Burt
Michael Burt

Denice Dickerson
Denise McDonald
Donna Rorabaugh

Schira/Ansbro Family

The Nap Time Show
Waltonwood  

Senior Living –  
Catherine Grima

FOOD DONATIONS FOR GINGERBREAD DESIGNS:
The Bulk Store in Taylor    |    The Candy Box at Southland Mall

GINGERBREADS

2024 Festival Designers
TABLETOP TREES  •  WREATHS  •  CENTERPIECES 

Tinsel Titans: Speck 
and Hurt Sisters
Elizabeth Becker
Joanne DeSmet
Donna Ferrante

Cynthia Hurt
Geralynn Hurt

Katherine Speck
Mary Jean Speck

Trenton Garden Club
Heather Kaper
Andrea Presnell

Troy Garden Club

Village Herb 
Associates

Women of  
St. Aidan

A Clean Look Inc. –  
Sandra Sherry

Bernadine Biske
Jymmie Bousson, 

Victoria Shock,  
Jerry Shock

Joy Bullington
Burger Baylor School 

for Students with 
Autism

Samantha Dunn
Dr. Sue Cabadas

Carmen L. Contraraz
Donna Cyrbok
DAS Designs –  
Debra Smith
Judy Gardner

Judy Hart
Hattie Johnson
Georgianna &  
Donald King

Linda D. Macrae

Mary Ellen Matigian
Cheryl McNamara
Deborah Moore

Motown  
Harley-Davidson
The Holly Jolly 

Helpers
Maureen Osborne
Beverly J. Palise
Amy Podeszwik

Pat Pohlman
Lori Putnam

Jonda Schwab
Julie Stump

Hannah Stump
The Ark Association

Top Ladies of 
Distinction –  

Detroit Chapter
Pat West

Pam Westergaard & 
Neil Almalbis
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313 Presents
3 Brothers Family 

Restaurant
Allen Park Auto Repair

AMC Theatre
Andiamo – Livonia

Antonios
Bark Box

Bavarian Belle
Bavarian Inn Lodge

Bavarian Inn Restaurant
Better Health – Novi
Big Ben Comix Oasis

Bonefish Grill
Brand Stand

Broadway Detroit 
(Fisher Theatre)

Bubba’s 33
Buff City Soaps

Cheesecake Factory – 
Novi

Cherry Tree Inn & 
Suites

Cherry Republic
COSTCO

Dave and Busters
Detroit Coaster 

Company
Detroit Lions

Detroit Masonic Temple
Detroit Princess 

Riverboat

Detroit Zoological 
Society

Len & Theresa 
Diefenbach

Discount Tire
Discovery Cruise Lines

Drury Hotel
Emagine Theatre
English Gardens
Flemings Prime 

Steakhouse
Ford’s Garage

Frankenmuth Aerial 
Park Zip Line

Gordon Food Service
Grand Hotel

Great Lakes Ace – 
Dearborn

Great Lakes  
Hobby & Toy

Green Lantern Pizza
Hagopian World of Rugs

Heart of Michigan
Hidden Hills Enterprises

Hollywood Casino at 
Greektown

Home Depot – Livonia
Home Depot – Novi
Honey Baked Ham

Hopscotch Brick Oven 
& Taproom

Hudson Café

H & Y Barber Shop
Iconic Art Work

Inn at Bay Harbor
Joann’s Fudge

Karl’s Cabin  
Restaurant & Bar
Georgianna and  

Don King
Dr. Duane Kreil
Larry Kralowski  

and Family
Larry’s Performance RC
Lay-Z Boy Incorporated
Lee’s Famous Chicken

Jill Lezotte-Kates
Little Caesers Arena

Little Luxuries of 
Mackinac

Los Galanes
Lowes – New Hudson

Main Street Art
Mark Ridley’s Comedy 

Castle
Denise McDonald

MGM Grand Detroit 
Hotel

Mexican Fiesta
Michigan Flight 

Museum
Nankin Hobby Shop

Nino Salvaggio
Nordstrom

Auction & Raffle Donors
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The Northville Gallery
Oakland Community 

College
PF Chang

Marty Polakowski
Prost Wine Bar & 

Charcuterie
Premier Pet
Debi Raab
Rally House
Rebecca’s  

Michigan Store
Red Lobster – Novi

Red Mesa Grill
Rusty Bucket

Say It With Flowers

Dave and Kim 
Schneck

Shirley Schneck
Schoolcraft College

Selfridge Military  
Air Museum

Somerset Golf Club
John & Monica 

Spatafora
St. Julian Wine 

Company
Target – Novi
Texas Road  

House – Novi
The Container  
Store – Novi

Thunder Bay Resort

Tommy’s Express  
Car Wash

Tractor Supply 
Company –  

New Hudson
Trattoria Da Luigi

Traverse City  
Wine and Beer Tours
Turtle Creek Casino  

& Hotel
Ulta – Novi

Vera Bradley
Walmart – Novi
Wawashkamo  

Golf Club
Wilson Marina – 

Brighton
Wing Snob Dearborn

Auction & Raffle Donors

providing access to affordable 
banking & lending since 1936.

Main Office:
22315 Michigan Avenue
Dearborn, MI 48124
(313) 565-3100

22180 W. Outer Drive
Dearborn, MI 48124
(313) 274-5200

14615 Ford Road
Dearborn, MI 48126
(313) 581-7630

27115 W. Warren Avenue
Dearborn Hgts., MI 48127
(313) 278-5800

4111 S. Telegraph
Dearborn Hgts., MI 48125
(313) 274-1300

locations

mydfsb.com
1-800-809-3372



30

Celebrating theCelebrating the Festival of TreesFestival of Trees
TH

A Serendipity Cakery 
Riverview

All Things Cake  
by Luca Pastry 

Livonia
Almost Home 
Milwaukee, WI
Bakehouse 46 

Plymouth
Bartz Bakery 

Dearborn
Busch’s Bakery 

Livonia
Cakes by Stephanie 

Monroe
Caprara Bakery 

Southgate
Cookies by Design 

West Bloomfield
DiMaggios  

Italian Bakery 
Redford

Elite Sweets 
Livonia

Em’s Homemade 
Bakes  

by Emily Trombley
Gordon Food Service 

Novi
Grand Traverse  
Pie Company 

Plymouth
Homestead Kitchen 

Westland
Hungarian  

Strudel Shop 
Allen Park

Italia Bakery 
Dearborn

Jill’s Kitchen 
Wayne
Jo Jo’s  

Treats N’ Sweets 
Plymouth

LeCakery Bake Shop 
Westland

MI Cookie Project 
Wyandotte

Monroe Bakery 
Dearborn
Mr. Baker 

Canton
New Yasmeen Bakery  

Dearborn
Roberto’s Bakery 

Taylor
Sam’s Club 

Canton
Sarah Kautz 

Canton
Sorella’s Bakery 

Livonia
Tony Cannoli Bakery 

Southgate

SWEETS & TREATS SERVED BY:

Michigan Cookie Project
A Serendipity Cakery & Ice Cream Shop

Homestead Kitchen
Jo Jo’s Treats & Sweets 

Sweets & Treats Donors
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Sunday, November 24
11:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Private Event

2:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
Opening Day

Monday, November 25
10:00 am to 7:00 pm

Tuesday, November 26
10:00 am to 7:00 pm 
Free Admission to All Military

Wednesday, November 27
10:00 am to 2:00 pm

Thursday, November 28
Thanksgiving Day Closed

Friday, November 29
10:00 am to 7:00 pm

Saturday, November 30
10:00 am to 7:00 pm

Sunday, December 1
10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Last Day! Raffle drawing  
at 3:30 pm

Ford Community & Performing Arts Center
15801 Michigan Ave., Dearborn, Michigan

We are proud to support the 
40th Festival of Trees...

Congratulations
    on your.. .

Festival
of Trees!

helping kids – just be kids.

Festival of Trees!

Congrats on your

ortiethF

helping kids be kids

helping kids – 
just be kids

Congratulations Festival of Trees
on 40 years of generosity and 
dedication to helping kids, just be kids!
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•   All “Friends of Festival” will be listed next 
to the Friendship Tree

•   Ornaments are $50 each and stands are 
available for an additional $15 each

•   Consider honoring a special person with 
this unique gift

•   Your ornament will be mailed to you or the 
recipient in early December

Each ornament is hand-blown 
by Marc VandenBerg.  

The ornament can be ordered online at www.fot.org, by mail (or picked up at 
the event).  Make your check payable to Festival of Trees and send to:  
Festival of Trees, 18381 Westchester, Livonia, MI 48152

For additional information, please call Festival of Trees at 734.748.3822.

Become a Friend of 
Festival of Trees to benefit 
the Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan Foundation!

(Fair market value of the ornament is $22 and the stand is $7.  
Balance may be tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.)

2024 FESTIVAL OF TREES INDEX

Due to publication constraints, we apologize to 
those excluded from the final program printing.

Follow us on your favorite social 
media channels at fotmichigan.
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2024 Friendship 
Ornament

Inside Front Palmer Moving Services
  2  . . . . .   Children’s Hospital of Michigan 
  4  . . . . .   Children’s Eye Care
  6  . . . . .   Children’s Hospital of  

Michigan Foundation
  8  . . . . .   The Henry, Autograph  

Collection
10  . . . . .   Convention & Show Services
12  . . . . .   Kavikondala Family Foundation

14  . . . . .  Kiwanis Club of Dearborn
14  . . . . .   Children With Hair Loss
24  . . . . .  Victory Packaging
24  . . . . .  Avon
29  . . . . .  Dearborn Federal Savings Bank
31  . . . . .  Versacom
Inside Back  Ford Community &  

Performing Arts Center
Back Cover  English Gardens





Our family serving yours since 1954
800-335-GROW • EnglishGardens.com

Christmas Destination
YOUR LOCAL

From the highest-quality trees, lights, wreaths
and garlands to the best selection of trim,
decor and ornaments; we have everything

you need for a beautiful Christmas!

AND PROUD EVENT SPONSOR
OF FESTIVAL OF TREES


